Remarks: 



Applicant appreciates the Examiner's careful search and examination of this application. 
The specification has been amended to remove the number 34, which was not found in the 
drawings. This eliminates the need to revise the drawings. 

New language has been added to the specification to describe how the stain remover is 
dispensed in each embodiment and how the absorbent material is mounted so it is out of contact 
with the stain remover as it is being dispensed. This language is intended to provide support for 
the claim amendments. It does not add new matter, as it simply describes what has already been 
shown and described in the specification. 

Claims 18-20 have been canceled as being drawn to a non-elected species. 

Claim 1 has been amended to the following: 

1 . A stain removal kit for removing stains from fabrics, comprising: 
a housing; 

a spatula, a stain remover material, a brush, and a first absorbent material secured 

together by said housing; 

means for dispensing said stain remover material from said housing; and 
mounting means which mounts said first absorbent material so as to keep the first 

absorbent material out of contact with said stain remover material as said stain remover material 

is being dispensed from said housing. 

Claim 1 as currently written requires the first absorbent material to be mounted on the 
housing by mounting means that keeps the first absorbent material out of contact with the stain 
remover as the stain remover is being dispensed from the housing. 

The Bratby-Carey reference has two containers. A first container 28 that houses nail 
polish, which is not a stain remover, and a second container 12 that houses nail polish remover, 
which is a type of stain remover material, as stated in the first Office Action. It also has an 
emery board 16 adhered to the outside of the container 12, which was considered in the Office 
Action to be a spatula. It has a nail polish brush 42, and an absorbent material 24. In this 
reference, the stain remover material that is inside the container 1 2 is dispensed by pressing down 
on the sponge 24, and the stain remover material then passes through the sponge 24, which then 
is rubbed onto the fingernail from which the polish is to be removed. In the Bratby-Carey 
reference, the absorbent material 24 is the applicator for the stain remover material and therefore 
must be in contact with the stain remover material in order to dispense it. Thus, Bratby-Carey 
does not anticipate the claimed invention. 

The Gueret reference also has an absorbent material 1 1 , which is a "wiper member" that 
is used to wipe the material off the applicator as the applicator is being pulled out of the 
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container. Thus, assuming that the material inside the container of Gueret is a stain remover, the 
absorbent material 1 1 is contacted by the stain remover material as it is being dispensed. 

None of the references teach or suggest the invention as recited in claim 1 , alone or in 
combination. Therefore, claim 1 and all the claims which depend from it should be allowed. 

Claim 16 has been amended to the following: 

16. A stain removal kit for removing stains from fabrics, comprising: 

a substantially cylindrical container, defining a top opening and having an outer surface: 
a cap which releasably closes said top opening; 
a stem projecting downwardly from said cap; 

a brush secured to said stem so that said brush and stem are inside said container when 
said cap closes said top opening; 

a first absorbent material secured to the outer surface of said container; and 
a spatula secured to said cap. 

The Bratby-Carey reference has a cylindrical container 28, with a top opening and an 
outer surface, a cap 44 which closes the top opening, a stem 58 projecting downwardly from the 
cap 44, a brush 42 secured to the stem so the brush and stem are inside the container when the 
cap closes the top opening. It also has a first absorbent material 24, but that absorbent material is 
not secured to the outer surface of the container 28 as claimed. Instead, the absorbent material 24 
is threaded into the cap 44. 

The Gueret reference also has an absorbent material 1 1 , but it is not secured to the outer 
surface of the container 28 as claimed. Instead, it is mounted inside the container. 

Thus, the references do not teach or suggest the invention as now claimed. Therefore, 
claim 16 and the claims which depend from it should be allowed. 

Applicant respectfully requests allowance of all the claims now pending in the present 
application. If there are any other issues that need to be resolved, Applicant would appreciate a 
phone call from the Examiner to help expedite their resolution. 




Respectfully submitted, 



Theresa Fritz Camoriano 
Reg. No. 30,038 
Camoriano and Associates 
8225 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, KY 40222 
(502) 423-9850 
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